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Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh has lost its position as the Urdu's stronghold. Gradual phasing out of Urdu newspapers and journals serves as an index of decline of Urdu in the state which has 25 per cent of India's Muslim population. At least 103 Urdu dailies and newspapers have ceased publication during the last five years while another 100 are on the verge of death. This has been quoted by National News and Features which conducted a survey of the Urdu media recently. 

The survey said of the 300 and odd Urdu periodicals in the state, only 100 have survived the vicissitudes of the adverse circumstances after partition. According to Hersh C. Chowdhury, editor of the National News and Features, the newspapers that went out of circulation recently include daily Qaumi Awaz, Azaim and As-Subah, from Lucknow, considered to be milestones of the Urdu journalism. Rampur's Qaumi Jung, and Elan, Kanpur's Mazdoor Vahini and Noor e Bareli, and Dukhti Rug, Gorakhur's Subhe Avadh, Bahraich's Ghazi, Muradabad's Aina e Alam and Moonis, Aligarh's Mashaal e Azadi, and Sardar Times. Most of them had to close down due to financial difficulties. Currently Aligarh, Bahraich, Rampur, Azamgarh and Allahabad have no Urdu daily of their own. 

Urdu writer Irfan Siddiqui notes that Uttar Pradesh government does not support the small newspapers while in neighbouring Madhya Pradesh, small newspapers begin receiving advertisement support after being on their own for some time. The survey estimates that obituary list of Urdu journals will include 83 more journals within a couple of years if no method is devised to boost their economies and circulation. 

Seminar on Urdu
New Delhi: American expert on Indian Muslim Prof. Theodore P. Wright has advised Indian Muslims develop expertise in Indian languages and English along with Urdu in order to keep pace with the mainstream. Prof. Wright who is with the Political Science Department of the State University of New York at Albany was speaking at an international seminar on future of Urdu cosponsored by the National Council for Promotion of Urdu and Dr. Zakir Hussain Study Circle, apprehended that while Urdu’s recognition as official language or medium of instruction would sentimentally satisfy Muslims, it will keep them backward in comparison to other communities. 
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Heidelberg University’s Prof. Christine Oesterheld of Heidelburg advised Muslims to teach their children Urdu as a language if the language could not be a medium of instruction in order to maintain cultural continuity. She observed that no statistics were available relating to Urdu teaching in India and no conclusions can be drawn with regards to the language’s future. 

Prof. David Mathews of the School of Oriental and African Studies of London University rejected the idea of changing the script of Urdu from Persian to Devanagri and likened it to prescribing death for the language. He observed Urdu is a must for any Indologist and Urdu is a mirror of Indian philosophy, religion and culture. Prof. Mathews has translated Urdu master pieces such as Umrao Jaan Ada and Hayat e Javeed in English. Prof. Mathews said while Urdu has declined in India, it has emerged as an important language on international fora. Norwegian Parliament has recognized Urdu as the second major language after Norwegian. 

Kashmiri writer Prof. Yousuf Tang wanted Urdu to be promoted as a link language between India and Kashmir. Noted Urdu author Prof. Gopi Chand Narang of Delhi University said Urdu should be taught at school level if it has to be kept alive on national and international level. 
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